PCB and PCDD/DF congeners in locally grown fruit and vegetable samples in Wales and England.
A survey was undertaken of PCB and PCDD/DF congeners in fruit and vegetables grown in an urban areas close to a chemical waste incinerator and three rural locations. All of the concentrations detected were low and there was considerable overlap between those found in urban and rural samples. Some similarities with the congener composition of air samples were identified and concentrations in apple skin were noticeably higher than those in the flesh of the fruit. These results suggest that atmospheric deposition was an important contamination pathway. Assessments using the highest concentrations found indicated that consumption of such fruit and vegetables would represent an additional 3% of the normal dietary intake for PCBs and 8% for PCDD/DFs.